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OAU Steering Committee Rejects Debt Repudiation 
AB232140 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 23 Aug 87 


[Text] An OAU sieering committee has rejected a proposal that 
member states should repudiate their external debts. Instead, it 
recommended a temporary moratorium on debt repayments. 
Burkina Faso had proposed unilateral and collective repudiation 
of external debts. 


The committee is reviewing the continent's foreign debt of about 
800 billion naira in preparation for a special OAU summit. The 
committee further suggested the suspension of debt that is given 
for 3 years in view of inadequate response and support from 
international community in spite of its commitment to the pro- 
posed Africa's economic recovery program. It called for a com- 
prehensive review of the concepts, terms, and conditions of debt 
rescheduling. 


The committee will submit its recommendations to a conference 
of African finance and economic planning ministers which will 
in turn forward its findings to the special OAU summit on 
Africa's debt to be held in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia in December. 


Members of the steering committee include Algeria, Burkina 
Faso, Chad, Congo, Djibouti, Egypt and Ethiopia. Others are 
Ghana, Mozambique, Nigeria, Tunisia, Uganda, Zaire, and 
Zambia. 


New ECOWAS Weekly Magazine Previews in Nigeria 
AB2206! i Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1500 GMT 21 Aug 87 


[Text] The minister of information and culture, Prince Tony 
Momoh, was today in Lagos presented with six copies of the 
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preview issue of the magazine Business in ECOWAS by the 
chairman of the West Coast Communications Limited, Mr Fred 
Brumeh. Correspondent Salome Nnadike said that the magazine 
is a bilingual weekly on business, economics, and finar ce focusing 
on the 16-member states of ECOWAS. 


[Begin recording] The magazine principally seeks to promote 
commercial and transnational economic activity among the 
member nations of ECOWAS. It also seeks to remove the 
psychological barriers which prevent the peoples of ECOWAS 
from working together as a single economic zone. Two of those 
barriers, according to the publishers of the magazine, are com- 
munication and language problems. The magazine will be owned, 
managed, and editorialized by indigents of ECOWAS. 


Recently President Ibrahim Babangida emphasized the need to 
bridge the language barrier in ECOWAS through various means. 
The minister of information and culture, Prince Tony Momoh, 
commended the efforts of the West Coast Communications 
Limited in trying to bring the peoples of ECOWAS together 
through the publication of a magazine in English and French. He 
observed that the birth of the magazine came at a time when 
positive attitudes were being injected into ECOWAS as a group. 
The minister spoke about some problems the company might 
experience due to what he called the mentality of some West 
Africans. [Passage indistinct] Prince Momoh assured the publish- 
ers of the magazine of his ministry's assistance. 


The chairman of the West Coast Communications Limited, Mr 
Fred Brumeh, said that the company had received pledges of 
supp t from various governmental institutions of ECOWAS 
member countries. [end recording] 
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CAMEROON 


Decree Notes Establishment of Embassy in Israel 
AB211714 Yaounde Domestic Service in English 
1400 GMT 21 Aug 87 


[Excerpt] According to a presidential decree signed today, an 
Embassy of the Republic of Cameroon has been created in Tel 
Aviv in the State of Israel. [passage omitted] 


Decree Issued Regulating Public Sector Wages 
AB211831 Yaounde Domestic Service in English 
1400 GMT 21 Aug 87 


[Excerpt] President Paul Biya has signed a decree regulating the 
salaries of parastatal employees in a measure aimed at improving 
Cameroon's economy. The decree sets down the mode of remu- 
neration and award of benefits to the management and staff of 
state corporations, public establishments, and parastatals. The 
decree applies to all Cameroonian staff of state corporations, 
public establishments, or companies in which the state owns up 
to a 51 percent share, with the exception of banks, insurance 
companies, and financial establisnments, whose management 
and staff (?claim) ungranted benefits for the [words indistinct}. 
[passage omitted] 
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African Jurists Protest Jailing of Journalists 
AB220946 Paris AFP in English 0800 GMT 21 Aug 87 


[Text] Paris, Aug 21 (AFP) — The Association of African Jurists 
(AJA) protested Thursday [20 August] at the jailing in Bangui 
on Monday of a Centrafrican journalist for three years because 
he had published details of a meeting between President Andre 
Kolingba and ex-emperor Jean-Bedel Bokassa. An AJA commu- 
nique named the journalist as Thomas Koazo who works for the 
Centrafrican News Agency and the :'\1n African News Agency 
(PANA). 


AJA also criticised the month-old detention of Chadian journal- 
ist Salet Gaba, former correspondent for Western news agencies, 
because of his political views. It said Mr Gaba was arrested in 
mid-july because he opposed the government of President Hissein 
Habre. “These abusive arrests do nothing to facilitate free 
exchange of information,” the AJA communique said, calling for 
the immediate [word indistinct] (?unconditional) release of the 
two journalists. 


CONGO 
‘Minor Reshuffle’ in Cabinet Announced 
AB2/1102 Brazzaville Domestic Service in French 
0700 GMT 21 Aug 87 


[Text] Colonel Denis Sassou-Nguesso, president of the republic 
and head of government, yesterday carried out a minor reshuffle 
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in the governmental structure of our country, characterized by 
stability and continuity. Thus, following this reshuffle, the Min- 
istry of Finance and Budget is henceforth attached to the Min- 
istry of Planning, while the (?Center Village) project will now be 
under the Ministry of Rural Development, which will be headed 
by Comrade Lekoundzou Itihi Ossetoumba. Finally, Emmanuel 
Elenga joins the government and becomes minister at the 
presidency in charge of defense and security. Here is Prime 
Minister Ange Edouard Poungui to comment on this reshuffle: 


[Begin Poungui recording] Comrade miiitants and dear country- 
men, the Congolese people will remember the sudden death of 
Francois Xavier Katali, member of the PCT Political Bureau and 
minister of rural development. His death has created a vacuum 
within the party and the state, particularly within the Political 
Bureau and the government. 


The sixth plenary session of the PCT Central Committee decided 
on his replacement within the Political Bureau a few weeks ago. 
It is also necessary to do likewise within the government, consid- 
ering the importance of the ministry he was heading and which 
has remained vacant until now. On this occasion, it has appeared 
necessary to undertake a minor technical reorganization in the 
governmental structure, to achieve greater efficiency. 


Thus, the Ministry of Finance and Budget wil! be attached to 
that of planning. However, it should be noted that the (?Center 
Village) project will henceforth be under the Ministry of Rural 
Development. Finally, as everybody knows, defense and security, 
which is directly under the authority of the comrade president of 
the republic and head of government, [words indistinct], How- 
ever, to enable him to better exercise his duties of defense and 
security of our revolution, he has appointed a minister at the 
presidency in charge of defense and security. Thus, the gov- 
ernmental team marked by stability and continuity, will 
henceforth be composed as follows: 


Prime Minister: Poungui. Ange Edouard 

Minister of Rural Development:Lekoundzou Itihi Ossetoumba, 
Justin 

Minister of Territorial Administration: Ngollo, Raymond 
Damase 

Minister of Transport and Civil Aviation: Mounthault, Hilarie 
Minister of Planning and Finance: Moussa, Pierre 

Minister of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation: Ndiga-oba, 
Antione 

Minister of Health and Social Affairs: Combo-Matsiona, Ber- 
nard 

Minister of Public Works, Construction, and Housing: 
Moundele-Ngollo, Benoit 

Minister of Secondary and Higher Education, Culture, and Arts: 
Tati-Loutard, Jean Baptiste 

Minister of Industry, Fishing, and Crafts: Noumazalye, Edouard 
Ambroise 

Minister at the Presidency in Charge of Defense and Security: 
Elenga, Emmanuel 

Minister of Mines and Energy: Adada, Rodolphe 

Minister of Primary Education and Mass Literacy: Boussoukou- 
Boumba,Pierre-Damien 

Minister of Labor, Social Security, Justice, and Keeper of the 
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Seals: Kimbembe, Dieudonne 

Minister of Commerce, Small, and Medium Enterprise: Poaty- 
Souchlaty, Alphonse 

Minister of Forest Economy: Douniam, Ossebi 

Minister of Scientific Reserach and Environment: Bouramoue, 
Christophe 

Minister of Information, Posts, and Telecommunications: Bem- 
bet, Christian Gilbert 

Minister of Tourism, Sports, and Leisure: Ganga, Jean-Claude 
[End recording] 


New Head of Presidential Office 
AB211655 Brazzaville Domestic Service in French 
0700 GMT 20 Aug 87 


[Text] A new permanent undersecretary to the president was 
anpointed yesterday. He is Basile Ikouebe, secretary of foreign 
affairs, level six. Mr Ikouebe is not new in the president's office, 
as he was President Denis Sassou- Nguesso’s diplomatic adviser 
before this new appointment. Mr Basile Ikoube replaces Emile 
Ngangourou, who has been appointed elsewhere. 


ZAIRE 


District Council Election Results Nullified 
AB220938 Paris AFP in French 0750 GMT 22 Aug 87 


[Text] Kinshasa, 22 Aug (AFP) — The results of elections of 
district and zonal counci! members have been nullified due to 
irregularities, it was announced last night by Zairian radio, 
quoting a spokesman for the MPR (sole party) Central Commit- 
tee 


The decision was made by the MPR Central Committee at a 
special meeting, the radio explained, adding that fresh local and 
municipal elections would be held in March 1988 throughout the 
national territory. Zairian Head of State Mobutu Sese Seko 
decided on 17 August to suspend the publication of the election 
results. 


AZAP Views Nullification of Elections Results 
AB221525 Kinshasa AZAP in French 0735 GMT 22 Aug 87 
[AZAP commentary: “The Lesson Should Be Sent Home™} 


[Text] Kinshasa, 22 Aug (AZAP) — Some 10 years ago, in 1977, 
the MPR founding chairman and president of the republic 
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announced a series of measures designed to enhance electoral 
practices in the country, his major concern being that the Zairian 
people should be more associated with the exercise of power 
byallowing them to appoint their own representatives to the 
decision-making bodies. Respectful of democratic practices and 
aware that he holds and exercises power on behalf of the people, 
the head of state himself went before the people tu seek reelection 
by universal suffrage. 


In the same vein, when the MPR founder became ware of the 
irresgularities that marred the recent local and municipal elec- 
tions and the ensuing complaints from the party militants, he did 
not hesitate to convene a meeting with his aides to critically assess 
the way the recent elections were held. Afier its special meeting 
held at Nsele from 17 to 20 August, the Central Committee thus 
decided after thorough reflection, to purely and simply nullify 
the election results of all the members of district and local 
councils and to order new elections in March | 988. 


This decision, which was designed to safeguard the exercise of 
democracy instituted in Zaire, is a courageous move that indi- 
cates the firm determination of the MPR chairman and of the 
Central Committee to ensure the strict enforcement of the legal 
provisions and scrupulous compliance with the ethic championed 
by the MPR. While such a decision was necessary, one must also 
admit that it was a hard blow to the candidates, especially the 
most honest of them, because they must start all over again. 
However, the head of state, who is the guarantor of the smooth 
functioning of the nation and all its institutions, could not endorse 
such elections that were marred by irregularities. 


As a matter of fact, the elections can in no way be used by some 
cadres to organize themselves into bureaus for the nomination of 
their brothers, cousins, and friends to the detriment of other more 
deserving militants, a practice that the father of the nation has 
denounced. 


The Central Committee did not content itself with denouncing 
an evil; it has already designed a series of measures to ensure the 
smoother holding of future elections and has thus proposed 
amendments to the elections code on the nomination of can- 
didates for basic organs and decision- making bodies. Such 
amendments would help to guard against election irregularities. 


The various ideas, orientations, and decisions just announced by 
the MPR organ should serve as a lesson for the future, a lesson 
to be learned by the candidates, some of whom had yielded to the 
temptation of misusing their powers to prevent the people from 
freely expressing their choices. 
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ETHIOPIA 


Council of Ministers Discusses 1987-88 Plan 
EA211942 Addis Ababa in Amharic tu Neighbouring 
Countries 1600 GMT 21 Aug 87 


[Text] The 2-day meeting of the Council of Ministers at the 
Grand Palace ended today after endorsing the plan and budget 
for 1987-88. The council discussed matters to be given priority 
during implementation of economic and social development pro- 
jects planned for next year. It issued various directives on imple- 
mentation. 


During its deliberations today, the meeting, which was chaired 
by Comrade Fikre Selassie Wogderes, member of the WPE 
Central Committee Politburo and deputy chairman of the Coun- 
cil of Ministers, discussed the 1987-88 plans for trade and 
tourism, transport and communications, and social services. In 
addition, the meeting extensively examined tourism, domestic 
trade, and social issues submitted for government decisions and 
directives. It noted that our country provides social services 
through the foreign exchange it earns from exports and called for 
every effort to be made to increase income from this sector. In 
order to overcome drought and problems resulting from it, the 
meeting stressed the need to expand irrigation farms by building 
dams. It said that farmers should be given all the technical 
ass’stance needed for development. 


EPLF Forces ‘Destroy’ Ethiopian Army Positions 
£A222222 [Clandestine] Voice af the Broad Masses 
of Eritrea in Tigrinya 0400 GMT 22 Aug 87 


[Excerpt] Continuing with their offensive, the heroic forces of our 
people's army on 18 August attacked and destroyed three enemy 
fortifications at (Haryen) in Akale Guzaye Province. Fifty-nine 
enemy troops were killed and 2 captured in the fighting; various 
types of weapons were also seized. The forces attacked were 
members of the 2nd Regiment of the 31st Brigade of the 2d 
Division. It was revealed by POW Mehari Teferi that most of the 
enemy troops were members of the national military service. 
(Haryen) is 40 km south of Asmera on the Deke Amhare-(Tera 
Emini) road. 


The next day units of the EPLF army also attacked enemy troops, 
destroying three fortifications at (Konge) and surrounding areas 
25 km north of Barentu on the Barentu-Teseney road. In the 
fighting, which lasted 40 minutes, our combatants killed 41 
enemy troops and wounded 16 others, they captured 2 soldiers, 
26 guns, and 2 radio communication sets. The attack carried out 
at (Konge) and surrounding areas is the seventh major offensive 
launched against the enemy in the last 50 days. Over 1,417 
Dergue troops have been put out of action in the 7 attacks. 


[passage omitted] 
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KENYA 


Presidential C Denies Aiding Ugandan Rebels 
EA231618 Nairobi KNA in English 0925 GMT 23 Aug 87 


[Text] Nairobi, 23 Aug — The following is from the Office of the 
President: 


Kenya is perturbed by the false and unwarranted wave of accusa- 
tions by the sister state of Uganda. 


Kenya denies strongly the statement emanating from Uganda 
that she was allowing Ugandan rebels to use her territory as 
staging ground for infiltrating into Uganda. 


Kenya reaffirms her commitment to the principle of good neigh- 
bourliness and non-interference in the internal affairs of other 
countries. 


Kenya has stated several times that she would never allow her 
territory to be used as a ground for attacking any state, let alone 
her neighbours. 


SOMALIA 


Radio Halgan Reports Workers Uprising ‘Expanding’ 
EA21 2026 [Clandestine] Radio Halgan in Somali 
to Somalia 1700 GMT 21 Aug 87 


[Text] A Radio Halgan correspondent in Mogadishu reports that 
the uprising of the workers of Somalia, supported by the Somali 
people, and their conflict with the oppressive army of Siad 
Barre's fascist regime, which started on 15 August, is still 
continuing and expanding. He says that the causes are still there 
and getting worse. He adds that the Siad Barre regime replied to 
the just uprising of the Somali workers in the only language it 
knows, use of the tyrannical army. Death and injury were 
inflicted on the demonstrators. 


The report confirms that the oppressive army in Mogadishu 
suffered many losses in lives and material. It could not subdue 
the determined people. Our politica! observer predicts that the 
uprising will not stop because all Somali workers are convinced 
that the only way out of the problems in Somalia today is the 
overthrow of the unreasonable Siad Barre regime. With the help 
of all the Somali people, they are ready to accomplish this. 


Reports from Hargeisa say that the heroic people of Hargeisa 
have been fighting against the tyrannical Siad Barre regime. The 
report says that the oppressive «:my of the Siad Barre regime 
killed a Somali pilot by the name of Captain J and a Somali 
businessman. This has been confirmed by Radio France Interna- 
tional. The armed Somali opposition forces send condolences io 
the bereaved relatives of those unjustly killed and call upon the 
Somali people to rise up throughout the country. They promise 
to stand with their guns alongside the Somali people in liberating 
the country. We will inform you of any further details of the 
uprising that we receive. 
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ANGOLA 


Van-Dumen Loy Stresses New Plan's ‘Flexibility’ 
MB211440 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1200 GMT 21 Aug 87 


[Text] The economic and financial reorganization program which 
is due to be implemented in Angola next year will give companies 
greater autonomy and freedom in the implementation of the 
planned objectives. Pedro de Castro Van-Dunem Loy, state 
minister of production, said this in Rio de Janeiro recently. The 
minister added that revisions would be made in the fields of 
planning and operation of banking and fiscal institutions to give 
companies greater flexibility and responsibility in their activities. 


Minister Loy said that, according to the philosophy of the 
economic and financial reorganization program, companies will 
be governed by economic principles. Small- or medium-scale 
companies that cannot comply with this principle may become 
private entities in order to create conditions for their develop- 
ment. 


The state minister for production also said that the economic and 
financial reorganization program was in some ways more rigid 
than the one imposed on Angola by the IMF. The minister also 
stressed that the econoznic development of Angola would allow a 
significant increase in the level of the population [as heard] and 
subsequently a greater participation. 


Armed Forces Kill 2 UNITA Members 12-14 August 
MB202003 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1900 GMT 20 Aug 87 


[Text] Angolan armed forces stationed in the Balombo district of 
Benguela Province killed two members of the UNITA puppet 
group during operations carried out between 12 and 14 August. 
An authorized military source said that during the operations 
FA?LA captured an assortment of war materiel and freed a 
number of people who lived in captivity in the bush. FAPLA 
forces stationed in Bocoi district of Benguela Province also freed 
19 civilians last week. 


UNITA Kills 2 MPLA in Humbo Ambush 
MB21063!1 (Clandestine) KUP in English to Southern 
and Central Africa 0600 GMT 21 Aug 87 


[Text] Jamba — Provisional capital of liberated Angola 21 Aug 
(KUP) — Members of 745th Battalion were killed in a UNITA 
forces ambush between Alto-hama and Luimbale in Huambo 
province. Military sources identifiel them as Domingos Manuel 
Almeidapn commandant of 745th battalion and Jicob Andre, a 
medical assistant in the same battalion. In the same attack a 
Volvo vehicle was destroyed and eleven fire arms were captured. 
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UNITA Engages Soviets, Cubans in ‘Intense’ Fight 
MB220708 (Clandestine) KUP in French to Southern 
and Central Africa 0600 GMT 22 Aug 87 


[Text] Jamba, provisional capital of the free land of Angola, 22 
Aug (KUP) — UNITA forces killed 12 MPLA soldiers and 4 
Cubans in intense fighting between Chambinga and Cuzumbia 
last Thursday. Soviets commanded the MPLA brigades, and 
there was a brigade formed exclusively of Cuban soldiers. 


A communique signed by General Savimbi, supreme commander 
of the UNITA forces, adds that five soldiers from the MPLA’s 
59th brigade were captured during the battle. Our forces also 
destroyed five BMP-1 tanks and seven military vehicles. The 
communique also states that six enemy MIG-23 and SU-22 
aircraft bombed Chilombo hamlet north of Mavinga town, kill- 
ing 14 patients and wounding another 34 civilians. The joint 
Soviet, Cuban, and MPLA troops used 120 T-55 and BMP-1 
tanks and 216 armored vehicles ranging from the BRDM-2 to 
the BTR-60 types advancing 15 km. 


UNITA lost 2 men and suffered 35 wounded. 


The communique also reveals that UNITA will launch a pro- 
longed guerrilla campaign throughout the country and strongly 
warned foreigners and international organizations distributing 
food to the MPLA soldiers to stay away, adding that UNITA 
will not take any responsibility for whatever might happen to 
them as a result of their work. 


MOZAMBIQUE 


Central Committee Concludes Session, Forms Commission 
MB220545 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
0400 GMT 22 Aug 87 


[Text] The Seventh Session of the Frelimo Party Central Com- 
mittee, which ended yesterday in Maputo, elected a national 
commission which will be in charge of preparing the Fifth 
Congress of the Frelimo Party. This commission is chaired by 
Frelimo Party Chairman Joaquim Chissano. [t includes all mem- 
bers of the Frelimo Party Political Bureau, some members of the 
Central Committee, and all first secretaries at the provincial level 
and in Maputo city. 


The Central Committee called on all Frelimo Party organs, 
members, democratic mass organizations, social and professional 
organizations, and all people to participate in tasks to ensure that 
the fifth congress will be yet another decisive step in the construc- 
tion of the Mozambican fatherland’s future. 


Economic Program Reportedly Exceeding Expectations 
MB220828 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
0800 GMT 22 Aug 87 


[Text] The results of the first 6 months of the economic rehabilita- 
tion program under way in the country show that revenue already 
exceeds predicted goals while expenses ave been kept within the 
stipulated limits. This finding was disclosed by the Seventh 
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Session of the Frelimo Party Central Committee, which ended in 
Maputo yesterday. 


According to the final resolution of the Central Committee 
meeting, these measures helped halt the downward economic 
trend and national economic performance has improved. The 
Central Committee stated that these measures were a severe 
reverse for the black marketeers and dealt a blow to the economic 
sectors’ chronic dependence on the state. The resolution also 
stressed that special! attention will be paid to the correct imple- 
mentation of the prescribed salary policy and the process of price 
controls. 


REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 


Pik Botha Denies Accord With U.S. on Arms for Contras 
MB241308 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
24 Aug 87 p 4 


[Excerpt] South Africa has no agreement or understanding with 
the U.S. Government regarding the supply of arms to the Nica- 
raguan Contras, the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Mr Pik Botha, 
said yesterday. 


He was denying a New York Times report that senior Reagan 
government officials had three years ago approved a plan for 
South Africa to be involved in training and equipment for the 
rebels. The plan was later dropped. 


South Africa was also not involved in making available training 
facilities, manpower or transport of arms for the Contras, Mr 
Botha said. 


The New York Times said South Africa would have received 
CIA intelligence useful in Angola in return for aiding Contras. 


Mr Botha referred to a statement earlier this year in which he 
denied that South Africa was involved in the delivery of arms to 
the rebels. South Africa had not held talks with any government 
on the supply of arms to the Contras, he said. 


A spokesman for Armscor [Armaments Development and Pro- 
duction Corporation] said yesterday it was not policy to comment 
on the purchases or sales of armaments. [passage omitted} 


More Deaths Reported as Miners Strike Continues 


Chamber Reports Wage Losses 
MB211815 Johannesburg Television Service 
in English 1600 GMT 21 Aug 87 


[Text] Today the Chamber of Mines released estimates as to how 
much the miners have lost in wages since the strike began. 


[Begin video recording] The average cash wage per month for a 
black mine worker is 571 rand. Now, if we assume that there are 
220,000 to 230,000 workers on strike, which is the chamber’s 
estimate, then the strikers are losing 5.5 million rand per day. 
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Over the 10 working days of this strike they have therefore lost 
55 million rand. 


If on the other hand the NUM estimate of the number of strikers 
is taken as the basis, namely, 350,000 worke: s on strike, then they 
have lost 83 million rand over the last 10 working days. [end video 
recording} 


Chamber Affiliate, NUM Reach Accord 
MB22/1 241 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1235 GMT 22 Aug 87 


[Text] Johannesburg Aug 22 SAPA — Rand Refineries, a com- 
pany affiliated to the Chamber of Mines, reached an agreement 
today with the Nationa! Union of Mineworkers (NUM) on wage 
increases for refinery employees at Germiston. 


Dr Daniel Pollnow, general manager of the refineries, disclosed 
to SAPA that in terms of the agreement the minimum wage for 
a refinery worker would now be R567 a month, which repre- 
sented an increase of R86 over the previous minimum monthly 
figure. 


“At the top end of the scale,” Dr Pollnow said, “the minimum 
rate will be R1007 a month. This is a1 increase of R221 over the 
rate that applied before the current negotiations were com- 
pleted.” 


Dr Pollnow said significant fringe benefits had been accepted by 
the NUM. Among them was a 25 per cent improvement in 
holiday leave allowances. 


“We are extremely happy that we have been abie to reach a 
settlement. These negotiations were conducted in a constructive 
and responsible manner. 


“Apart from a shift sympathy stoppage earlier this month, the 
rand refinery has not been affected by the current miners strike,” 
Dr Pollnow said. 


SCI Begins Randfontein Dismissals 
MB221632 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1631 GMT 22 Aug 87 


[Excerpts] Johannesburg Aug 22 SAPA — Between 1000 anc 
3000 workers were locked out of mines in the Randfontein area 
and dismissed, according to conflicting figures ty management 
and the National Union of Mineworkers in the 13th day of the 
nationwide coal and miners strike. 


Johannesburg Consolidated Investments (JCI), who administer 
Randfontein Estates gold mine about S0km west of Johannes- 
burg, said in a statement today about 1000 workers from the 
mine's Cooke number 3 shaft had been dismissed when they 
failed to return to work on the nightshift last night. 


According to the NUM, about 3000 were involved in the lock-out 
and were leaving the m ne today for their homes. 
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“The workers were locked ou: when they did not respon‘ to a call 
to return to work by 9pm last night,” the JCI statement said 
today. 


He said about 1049 workers of Cooke |, 2 and 3 shafts were back 
at work today — inciuding 623 miners form the Cooke 3 shaft. 
[passage omitted] 


The strike, South Africa's largest which began on Sunday Aug 
9, involves betwen 220,00) and 345,000 miners demanding a 30 
per cent pay increase and other items including danger pay and 
increased death benefits. 


According to the Chamber of Mines, with whom the NUM is in 
dispute, there are between 220,000 and 230,000 out on 29 gold 
and coal mines. The NUM claims it has 45 mines on strike and 
345,000 miners have downed tools. 


The union estimates that at least 320 miners have been injured 
in clashes during the strike and almost 300 arrested. 


At least four miners are reported to have died during the strike. 
The latest casualty was a miner who died allegedly in clashes 
with mine security at Gold Fields’ Libanon mine on Thursday. 


The closing dates of shafts at marginally profitable mines had 
been brought forward by the :.trike, and about 9000 miners have 
been dismissed from these establishments. 


Monday could see the dismissal! or disciplinary action being taken 
against up to 41 000 miners if they do not return to work by either 
the nightshift tomorrow or by Monday morning. 


About 4000 gold miners were dismissed yesterday from Western 
Holdings no | shaft after failing to heed a return to work 
deadline. 


The Anglo American Corporation [AAC] said the shaft would be 
closed. 


The AAC has threatened a further 16000 mineworkers with 
dismissal if they did not report for work by Monday at four AAC 
administered shafts. 


Some 16000 workers were locked out of the Vaai Reefs no 9 shaft, 
Saaiplaas no 4 and Western Holdings no 2. 


AAC: Most Mines Calm on Weekend 
MB231652 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1650 GMT 23 Aug 87 


[Text] Johannesburg Aug 23 SAPA — During the weekend 
Western Deep Level’s managemeni has become concerned about 
the increasing possibility of renewed violence by employees, a 
spokesman for the Anglo Amet.can Corporation said today. 


“Management has voiced its concern to the National Union of 
Mineworkers (NUM) and to the South African police. 


“Other strike affected Anglo gold and coal mines were calm 
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throughout the weekend wit’ no incidents of violence or intimi- 
dation reported,” said the spokesman. 


NUM Assistant General Secretary Marcel Golding said the 
union is committed to conducting the strike in a non-violent 
manner. 


“All vioicnce during the current strike has been perpetrated by 
mine security and police, and the casualties have all been mine- 
workers,” said Golding. 


Kinross Miners, Security Clash 
MB240443 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2057 GMT 23 Aug 87 


[Tcat] Secunda Aug 23 SAPA — An undisclosed number of 
striking mineworkers at Kinross gold mine in Secunda were 
injured tonight in a clash with mine security. 


National Union of Mineworkers (NUM) Assistant General Sec- 
retary Mr Marcel Golding said workers were attacked by mine 
security who shot rubber bullets and tear gas into hostei rooms 
in an attempt to force them back to work. “The strike continues 
at Kinross despite this violent attack on workers,” said Mr 
Golding. 


NUM offices in Secunda confirmed the attack on workers by 
mine security. “Mine security burst into the hostel at 5.30pm 
firing rubber bullets and tear gas and assaulted workers with 
batons and rifle butts. Six injured workers arrived at our NUM 
office for help and treatment,” said the NUM Secunda 
spokesman. He said the other injured workers were being 
transported by ambulances, “which returned to the hostel repeat- 
edly,” to the Winkelhaak mine hespita |. 


A GENCOR spokesman said the company did not force people 
to work. “Mine security personnel were compelled to use tear gas 
at Kinross this afternoon to stave off attacks by strikers on 
employees that indicated that they wished to return to work,” 
said the GENCOR spokesman. “Management strongly rejects 
allegations that tear smoke was used for any other purpose.” 


AAC Begins Dismissals 
MB240744 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0739 GMT 24 Aug 87 


[Excerpt] Johannesburg Aug 24 SAPA — About 6000 striking 
National Union of Mineworkers at Anglo American admin- 
istered Western Holdings gold mine were dismissed today after 
failing to heed a management ultimatum to return to work, while 
a further 2900 colliery workers have been told to return by the 
end of the day. 


Apother 8000 miners frum Anglo’s Vaal Reefs number 9 shaft 
face dismissal if they do not turn up to work today. 


This brings the total number of mine workers who face dismissal 
or disciplinary hearings to 34,000. NUM officials claim 10,500 
miners have been dismissed so far. 


Vill. 24 Aug 87 


An Anglo spokesman said about 3000 workers from Western 
Holdings number 2 and about 3000 from the mine's number 3 
shaft failed to return to work today and would be dismissed 
during the course of the day. He said indications at Saaiplant's 
no 4 Shaft, employing about 3000, were that workers tad 
returned to work. He said about 2900 strikers at the New 
Denmark and Springfield collieries had until the end of today to 
resume duties. [passage omitted) 


2 Killed ia Transvaal Violence 
4JB240908 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0901 GMT 24 Aug 87 


[Text] Johannesburg Aug SAPA — Two people died and | 4 were 
injured, two seriously, in two incidents at Johannesburg Consoli- 
dated Holdings Western Areas gold mine in the Western 
Transvaal at the weekend, JCI [Johannesburg Consolidated 
Investments Said in a statement today. 


In the first incident on Saturday night, workers and members of 
a strike committee clashed at the mine's south shaft in which one 
miner was killed and | 4 people injured, with two of them reported 
to be in a serious condition. 


Last night at the north shaft another clash took place anda 
member of the mines security force was stabbed. The JCi 
statement said following the attack one man was killed by 
“disgruntled workers who had become thoroughly frustrated at 
attempts to prevent them from working.” 


Police are investigating both incidents. 


The Nationa! Union of Mineworkers was not immediately avail- 
able for comment. 


JCI said after the incident on Saturday night 36 miners “who 
were in fear of their lives” asked to be sent home. Buses for them 
were arranged. 


The company said the situation on its mines was calm and mining 
operations were continuing normally. 


1 Miner Dead in Welkom 
MB241013 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1011 GMT 24 Aug 87 


[Text] Johannesburg Aug 24 SAPA — One miner was killed and 
nine injured in a clash on the Anglo American Corporation 
[AAC] administered President Steyn mine near Welkom this 
morning, AAC said in Johannesburg. 


Mr Bobby Godsell, Angio’s head of industrial relations, said the 
incident took piace at the mine's number four shaft hostel at 4am. 
The clash was between miners wanting to work and others who 
tried to stop them, he claimed. One man was killed and three 
injured in that incident. 


Mine security was then forced to use rubber bullets to restcre 
order and six other people were injured. 
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Mr Godsell reiterated a call to the National Union of Mine- 
workers to “urgently resume talks” on violence. 


Talks on strike violence between delegations from AAC and th. 
NUM broke down last week following a report of violence on ihe 
main road near President Steyn's main shaft. 


1,200 Randfor:cin Miners Retur- 
MB240926 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0921 GMT 24 Aug 87 


[Text' Johannesburg Aug 24 SAPA — About | ,200 mine work- 
ers at Johannesburg Consolidated Investments Randfontein 
estates gold mine near Krugersdorp have returned to work, 
SABC radio news reports. 


This comes after « JC] management ultimatum last week to 
13,000 striking workers at the mine to return to work by Friday 
(Aug 21) or face dismissal. 


A JCI spokesman confirmed in Johannesburg this morning that 
more than 1,000 workers had returned to work at the weekend 
and about 100 were « «missed for not heeding the ultimatum. 
The spokesman said workers at the Cooke Number One Shaft 
had been given until Friday morning to return to work, while 
employees at the Cooke Number Three Shaft had been given an 
extension until tomorrow morning to report for duty. He added 
that more than 1,500 workers at the Number Three Shaft had 
failed to report for duty at the weekend. 


Recruiting Underway in Lesotho 
MB241101 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1059 GMT 24 Aug 87 


[Text] Maseru Aug 24 SAPA — Long queues formed outside the 
office of The Employment Bureau of Africa [TEBA] in Maseru 
this morning as thousands of vzemployed Basotho men waited 
hopefully to be recruited to strike-affected South African mines, 
SABC radio news reports. 


TEBA is the recruiting agency for the South African gold mine 
industry. 


The general manager of TEBA in Lesotho, Mr James Coetzee, 
was not available for comment. 


Many of the men waiting outside the TEBA offices said they 
hoped to be accepted to replace the striking miners who were 


South African gold m.nes employ large numbers of Basotho men 
and their average monthly earnings total about R100,000, the 
radio said. 
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Press Comments on Current Issues, Problems 
21 Aug Press Review 
MB210946 [Editorial Report] 


CITIZEN oa Possible Release of Security Prisoners 
“New rules dealing with the release of political prisoners suggest 
that Nelson Mandela could be freed without having to renounce 
violence,” notes the page 6 editorial in Johannesburg The Citizen 
in English on 20 August. “Mr Botha said that renunciation of 
violence alone would not be decisive in procuring the release from 
prison of long-term security prisoners.” ““This means that the 
renunciation of violence, like any other single positive factor, 
could contribute towards a good prognosis, but is not decisive in 
its own right,’ said Mr Botha.” The Citizen believes there will be 
“an outcry if Mandela is freed unconditionally and the govern- 
ment will have to motivate its decision carefully if it is to retain 
credibility.” 


STAR Says Business Tax Government Lever 

“Delight on the part of the man in the street over the Margo tax 
recommendations is understandable and, to a large degree, jus- 
tifiabie,” says a page 12 editorial in Johannesburg The Star in 
English on 2! August. “The joy is not, however, undiluted. Not 
only have the proposals first to be accepted by the government 
but some uneasiness arises over the suggestion that the load on 
the business sector be increased through the new comprehensive 
business tax [CBT|” The Star believes “perhaps the biggest 
danger is the lever presented to the state in the form of the 
comprehensive business tax.” There is the “threat that the rate 
fixed for the CBT may be raised whenever the government feels 
inclined to spend more.” “The only way to reduce taxes is to cut 
state spending. Despite all the Margo efforts, that remains the 
crux.” 


Criticism of P.'/. Botha’s ‘Bullying Style’ 

“While President Botha accuses opponents and colleagues alike 
of negativism, he himself is practising just that” says a second 
editorial on the same page. “He obviously sees that the coloured 
and Indian participants in his Parliament do not enjoy majority 
support among their peopie and do not relish the prospect of going 
through an election. But, instead of helping them establish some 
credibility, he launches a sta-tling outburst against leaders in the 
House of Representatives for attacking apartheid.” “No doubt 
the president's bullying style appeals to a section of his followers 
who equate whipping dissenters into line with beiag in firm 
control of the situation.” 


Apartheid Consequetce of Capitalism 

Sam Mabe writes on the same page that “a closer look at 
capitalism and apartheid shows very clearly that the ‘wo comple- 
ment each other or that aperths4 i in fact a consequence of 
capitalism.” A “gradual dispossession campaign” made blacks 
“helpless and placed them at the mercy of capitalists for their 
survival.” Mabe says “the long and short ¢f my argument is that 
apartheid and capitalism have for many years been happy bed- 
fellows. Throughout the history of capitalism there has been 
some form of coliaboration between managem=nt and politicians 
and apartheid laws were specifically passed to protect the inter- 
ests of employers.” 
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CAPe TIMES Coademas Greater Homeland Autonomy 
“The announcemen: that the government is to ask Pariiament to 
confer increased autonomy on the non-independent homelands 
— which the then minister of Bantu Admunistration tricd to do 
10 years ago — confirms that the basic principles of grand 
apartheid are still central to Nationalist thinking,” says Cape 
Town Cape Times in English on 18 August in a page | 2 editorial. 
“The governm-nt has been forced to drop this absurd and unjust 
plan of depriving blacks of their South African citizenship. But 
the need to make the homelands policy work politically — and 
to deny rights in their own country to black South Africans who 
live in the homelands — is stili fundamental to Nationalist goals 
and policy. The government clearly hopes that the systom will 
become more effective — as a result of granting more powers to 
those homelands which refuse to be lured into independence.” 


Alternative Press Functions as ‘Safety Valve’ 

A page 10 editorial in Cape Town Cape Times in F.nglish on 19 
August seys that President P.W. Botha's “attack on the press 
was extravagant, imputing reprehensible motives to publications 
which displease him and promising action in particular against 
the so-called alternative press.” “The alternative press provides 
an outlet for the radical point of view which has a right to be 
heard as part of the South African spectrum. The alternative 
press is a safety valve. Its disappearance from the scene would be 
the signa! for the slow sapping operation against the established 
press to be intensified and brought to a head.” 


BUSINESS DAY oa Margo Tax Commissioa 

“The Margo Commission, recognising that tax reform has more 
to do with politics than economics, has put forward a set of 
recommendations that depend for success on a fine balance of 
diverse political forces and special interests,” says the page 6 
ecitorial in Johannesburg Business Day in English on 21 August. 
“The report will be pushed and tugged from every direction, and 
the decisions will in the end be made by President Botha and the 
narrow men around him. These are the very people who have 
brought the country to its present condition of economic stagna- 
tion and political uncertainty. Their appetites, for power as much 
»s privilege, are monstrous and the quality they singularly lack 
is the capacity for self-denial.” 


Governmeat Unlikely To Costroi Spending 
Financial editor Gerald Prosalendis comments on the same page 
on the Margo tax proposals, saying the central question is 
“whether government has the 9olitical will to accept recommen- 
dations which will be resisted by influential interest groups and 
possibly by its own bureaucrats.” “The problem of ensuring that 
more than odd bits and pieces of the package are accepted by 
government is obviously a political one. There will de enormously 
powerful special pleaders lobbying against many of the rec- 
ommendations, and in SA, where these groups are often unusu- 
ally influential, government may well! get cold feet." Prosalendis 
bcheves “now is the time for government to begin to demonstrate 
clearly its will, ability and commitment to control spending.” 


SOWET7TAN Says UDF ‘Powerful’ 
“If government action against the organization is anything ‘o go 
by, the UDF is powerful,” says Johe inesburg Sowetan in Faglish 
on 21 August in its page 8 editorial. “The UDF enters its fifth 
year today with most of its leadership dead, in prison or in 
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hiding.” Sowetan believes the UDF has “captured the 
imagination of a wide spectrum of opinion in the country and 
even abroad. It has tremendous support where it counts most — 
in the trade unions.” 


Botha Driving Whites Into Abyss 

Joe Thioloe writes in the “Perspective” column on page 9 that 
State President P.W. Botha ‘gives the white voters a sense of 
security. They believe he is strong enough to protect them from 
the black hordes at the gates. This week Mr Botha was at his best 
(worst?), threatening the press, some foreign embassies, extra- 
parliamentary organisations and, to top it all, the Labour Party, 
his ‘colleagues’ in the *ricameral Parliament.” “As the 
tricameralists squirm, | wonder if the white voters realise that 
Mr Botha is driving them into the abyss?” 


TRANSVALER Defends Election Delay 
A page 16 editorial in Pretoria Die Transvaler in Afrikaans on 
17 August says that “the state president's plan not to have 
another House of Assembly election in 1989 has to be seen in 
perspective. Earlier this year the government received a strong 
mandate from the electorate to continue with the process of 
reform. Every reasonable person should clearly see that reform 
is not a process which can be completed overnight.” 


Criticism of ‘Alternative’ Press 

Pretoria Die Transvaler in Afrikaans on 19 August says in a page 
16 editorial that it “welcomes the investigation into the so-called 
alterna’ .¢ press and alternative news agencies pointed out by the 
state president, P.W. Botha. It is this unrestrained media which 
is mostly active as propagandists for the revolutionaries that 
contributes toward damaging the image of the responsible press 
and ensures that a dirty stigma is attached to this profession.” 


BURGER Notes ANC, PAL Violeace 

A page 6 editorial in Cape Town Die Burger in Afrikaans on 17 
August says “one particular theme repeatedly came to the fore 
in the debate on the state president's budget vote in the House of 
Assembly: the choice between peaceful cooperation and con- 
frontation and conflict.” “In South Africa the pclitics of violence 
and intimidation of the ANC and the Pon-Africanist Congress 
are stumbling blocks in the way of negotiation. As long as 
organizations such as these refuse to give up viclence and terror- 
ism they exclude themselves from being able <o sit around the 
negotiating table. Western governments which claim they are 
eager to see real negotiation in South Africa should emphasize 
this point more strongly in their enthusiastic contacts with violent 
organizations. Only in this way will they have an influence in a 
region where US. influence ir particular has decreased dramati- 
cally.” 


CP Needs Clarity on Partition Policy 
A page |2 editorial in Cape Town Die Burger in Afrikaans on 18 
August notes that the CP’s “partition ideas were once again put 
unser the magnifying glass in the House of Assembly. President 
P.W. Botha posed the question whether the CP had in mind 
partition, which presumes the division of land between separate 
states through a process of negotiation, or succession or sep- 
aration, which can otten be a one-sided or violent operation. 
Apart from this, the cost of the sort of separate states for which 
the CP says its stands will have to be reckoned with.” “The 
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challenge by President Botha for the CP to bring more clarity to 
its separatist policies places the party in a difficult position. Its 
leadership flourishes on building ideological! clouds and castles in 
the sky but it is another thing to carry them out in practice.” 


BEELD on Angola 4.ttitude Toward Cubans 

A page 8 editorial in Johannesburg Beeld in Afrikaans on 29 
August says “there are goud reasons why Angola should want to 
get rid of the Cuban troops. Angola must suppoz: them finan- 
cially and it is a great expense.” “Angola has recently made signs 
that it wants to be more obliging but one cannot rely on what 
Luanda says and what :* ultimately does.” “The MPLA must 
show more clearly that it wants to contrib neace in 
southern Africa. Unti! then its talk remo. 2 t: .<) shift to 
acquire a cloak of decency, and to make « world believe tha‘ 
South Africa is the villain of the piece.” 


REPUBLIKEIN: Right of Government Criticism 

A page 4 editorial in Windhoek Die Republikein in Afrikaans on 
17 August says “it is difficult to understand what State President 
P.W. Botha meant last week wher he said in Parliament that 
criticism of the administrat~- general by members of the interim 
government is in reality an attack on the South African Govern- 
ment itself.” “The immediate question is whether the South 
African Government is above criticism! It would be an 
unpleasant situation if the administrator general could not be 
criticized because he is working on instruction and not on his own 
initiative.” “It is oniy democratic to be able to have one’s say. 
We still have this right on the grounds of our South Africun 
citizenship.” 


22 Aug Press Review 
MB220933 [Editorial Report] 


STAR: Editor on ‘Alternative’ Press 

Editor Harvey Tyson writes in the “Undercurrent Affairs” col- 
umn on page 10 of Johannesburg The Star in English on 22 
August on the government's criticism of the “alternative press,”” 
saying “readers of ‘alternative’ publications have varied views 
about the balance of their favourite propaganda organ.” But 
“anyone who professes love of freedom must defend the rights of 
those who disagree with him. While it makes it harder ta defend 
a publication which accepts money secretly and pretends to be 
what it is not, that is no justification for the government (pretend- 
ing to represent the whole nation) closing down such a paper. It 
ceriainly ‘aw no reason to in the case of The Citizen.” “In the 
case of The Star, we are accused by some of being ‘communist’; 
by some of being a tool of the government; by some of being the 
tool of black power. We hke to see that as an indic tion of 
balance.” 


Criticism of CP Partition Policy 
John Patten writes in “The Independent” column on the sa re 
page that “there is a relaxed confidence about the Conservatives 
when they discuss their futurc, but behind that a steely de.ermi- 
nation to bring the Nationalists to a fall.” “CP leader Dr Andries 
Treurnicht claimed in Pretoria this week that the Afrikaner 
nation was prepared to pay far more than the huge sums alr_ady 
spent on homeland consolidation, for the sake of assuring a 
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fatherland exclusive to themselves. It is a rhetorical claim which 
rings well from a congress platform, but it is already obvious that 
the Verwoerdian idea of ‘better poor and white than rich and 
mixed’ is long dead in white society. Whites want some apartheid, 
but they do not want to pay for it.” Patten believes that “if the 
Nationalists face a policy cul de sac, so do the Conservatives.” 


Politically-Conscious Afrikaner Youth in Minority 

Karin Brynard asks on the same page whether the Afrikaner 
youth “differs much from the previous generation?” Jannie 
Gagiano, a lecturer in political science at Stellenbosch Univer- 
sity, says his studies have shown that “the Afrikaner youth still 
moulds its views around the messages that are being put out by 
institutions such as the church and Afrikaner cultural organisa- 
tions.” Gagiano believes the new Afrikaner youth “does not 
really challenge the state and represents a false liberalism.” 
According to Susan Booysen, lecturer in political science at the 
Rand Afrikaans University, “the politically conscious Afrikaner 
is by far in the minority.” “Apart from a small group of young 
Afrikaners, who have ‘already skipped the fence’, the ‘mind-set’ 
of the new young, these academics maintain, is not so new after 
all.” 


Urions Not Tackling Political Issues 
“If anyone doubted that the union movement has again become 
the major vehicle of black resistance, they can do so no longer,” 
writes Steven Friedman in the “Worm’s Eye View” column on 
page 19 of Johannesburg The Weekly Mail in English on 27 
August. “Having accepted a political role, are unions not most 
likely to play it effectively if they again rely on workplace 
organisation rather than on mobilisation?” “One irony at present 
is that we hear much of the unions’ greater commitment to 
political involvement, but very little evidence that they are tack- 
ling political issues. Most of their action still centres around 
bread-and-butter issues.” Patten believes that “far from enhanc- 
ing unions’ political role, then, a stress on mobilisation may limit 
it.” “If unions are indeed to play a political role, they may well 
be forced to return to their recent past and to judge strategies by 
their effectiveness rather than their potential for mobilisation.” 


CAPE TIMES Urges UDF To Contest Polls 

A page 10 editorial in Cape Town Cape Times in English on 20 
August says that a UDF decision to contest the elections for the 
Indian and colored houses of the tricameral Parliament “would 
confront the Botha government with a tricky dilemma. It could 
hardly ban an organization which was taking part in orderly 
fashion in approved constitutional procedures. And the pressure 
on the State to release UDF leaders from detention would be 
overwhelming.” “If the UDF’S support is as widespread as it 
claims, might it not sweep the boards in the so-called coloured 
chamber — and also do pretty well in the Indian house?” 
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CITY PRESS: Press Freedom ‘Sham’ 

“In South Africa there is a semblance of a free press on the 
surface, but a deeper analysis of newspapers will show that this 
‘freedom’ is merely a stagemanaged sham,” observes the page 2 
editorial in Johannesburg City Press in English on 23 August. 
{date as published] “As the nation deteriorates further into 
political and economic crisis, the plight of newspapers in perform- 
ing their duty becomes even more horrendous.” City Press 
believes it owes “loyalty to South Africa, and not to the sectional 
and often disastrous and divisive interests of the National Party.” 
“The government must take a long look at itself and put its house 
in order, rather than pitifully attempting to co-opt the media in 
conspiracy to denigrate our people in the selfish way that 
National Party policy has subjected us. To take action against 
the Press now will only move us even closer to a total military 
dictatorship.” 


TRANSVALER Condemns CP Partition Theory 

“The leader of the official opposition is correct in claiming that 
partition was the official policy of the NP in the first decades of 
it coming into power,” says a page 16 editorial in Pretoria Die 
Transvaler in Afrikaans on 20 August. But, “a changed South 
Africa in a changed world has increasingly experienced the need 
to keep pace with the demands of time.” “Partition, as the CP 
now sees it as a simplistic and almost utopian solution for South 
Africa’s problems, has for the serious political thinker the 
appearance of escapism and theory.” 


BURGER Welcomes UN Stance on Cubans in Angola 
Cape Town Die Burger in Afrikaans on 20 August comments i a 
page 14 editorial on the South African insistence that the Cuban 
troops be withdrawn from Angola before the implementation of 
Resolution 435, saying “so far South Africa’s point of view has 
not had much recognition, except from the U.S. Government.” 
“Others such as the UN believed that the Cubans were an 
Angolan domestic matter which had nothing to do with South 
West Africa. It is for this reason that the present visit of the UN 
envoy to South West Africa, Martti Ahtisaari, is of more than 
just general interest to South Africa. It appears that the UN is 
slowly beginning to realize that the Cuban presence in Angola is 
indeed a stumbling block which has to be removed.” “Hopefully 
one can be a little less pessimistic about the situation.” 


BEELD: Tax Proposals Offer ‘Meaningful’ Change 
Johannesburg Beeld in Afrikaans on 21 August says in a page 12 
editorial “it should be emphasized that that Margo commision 
tax proposals are still nothing more than pure proposals.” Beeld 
believes the proposals “offer great possibilities for meaningful 
change of the present taxation system.” “The government should 
heed the public debate on the proposals and consider it when it 
eventually makes its decision.” 
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BURKINA FASO 


Statement Issued on RSA Miners Strike 
AB221825 Ouagadougou Domestic Service in French 
0700 GMT 22 Aug 87 


[Statement issued by the Bambata Committee, an anti-apartheid 
organization in Burkina Faso on “the massive strike action 
embarked upon by the South African black mineworkers” — 
date and place not given] 


[Text] A big strike has been launched by the NUM, the National 
Union of Mine Workers of South Africa. At the call of the union 
leaders, over 350,000 mine workers responded. This strike, of an 
exceptional magnitude, owing to its massive and popular nature, 
panics the employers of the transnational companies exploiting 
the wealth of the country and the Hitlerian government of Botha 
and his clique. As usual, the shameful system vents its hyterical 
barbarism on the workers whose only crime is that they are black 
and desire better working conditions and salaries. So everyday it 
arrests, imprisons, and tortures innocent persons. The Bambata 
Committee, conscious of the fact that the brutality of the author- 
ities confirms, if necessary at all, that apartheid is essentially a 
system of economic exploitation on the same footing with Nazism 
— with which it has proven historical ties — and convinced that 
the struggle of the South African working class is a determining 
force in the total eradication of apartheid: supports this legiti- 
mate and just strike; calls on the African public, first and 
foremost, and the international public to concretly demonstrate 
its moral, material, and political support for the striking anti- 
apartheid militants; calls on African states to assume their 
historical responsibilities not only in the face of this hydra, 
apartheid, but also with regard to the countries and transnational 
companies that support the apartheid system with their money, 
policies, diplomacy, and the power of their arms; expresses its 
indignation with regard to the fascist acts by the Western 
employers — Americans, English, French, German and so on — 
who have settled in South Africa in order to exploit the black 
people; totally supports the strike action; urgently calls on the 
OAU to take concrete measures likely to prevent the faithless 
and lawless South Africans and their accomplices from crushing 
this historical strike through the use of torture, blackmail, 
imprisonment, hunger, and thirst. 


Fatherland or death, we will win! 
[Signed] The Committee. 


GHANA 


Rawlings Fetes Visiting Surinamese Leader 
AB211147 Accra Domestic Service in English 
0700 GMT 21 Aug 87 


[Text] The chairman of the PNDC, Flight Lieutenant J.J. Rawl- 
ings, has restated that one of the cardinal airs of Ghana's foreign 
policy is the total elimination of all forms of domination and 
racial discrimination throughout the world. As such, Ghana has 
consistently supported all nations struggling to free themselves 
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from the bondage of colonialism and imperialism. Flight Lt 
Rawlings was speaking at a reception organized in Accra last 
night in honor of the visiting head of government of Suriname, 
Commander Desire Bouterse, at the State House in Accra. 


Chairman Rawlings said that Ghana’s continued support for the 
Contadora peace initiative stems from the belief that the people 
of South and Central America ought to be let alone to determine 
their own future. Ghana, therefore, condemns the imperialists’ 
attempts to derail the Surinamese revolution. Flight Lt Rawlings 
declared: If Ghana cannot accept interference in her internal 
affairs, then she cannot support such interference in any other 
part of the world. Ghana, therefore, remains steadfastly opposed 
to the apartheid regime in South Africa as an affront to human 
dignity and as a crime against humanity. Ghana, he said, will, 
therefore, do everything within her power to help abolish 
apartheid. The leader of the revolution reiterated Ghana's call 
for comprehensive and mandatory economic sanctions against 
apartheid South Africa, and will continue with her support for 
armed struggle by the African National Congress against racism 
and apartheid. [sentence as heard] 


Flight Lt Rawlings asked whether in view of the pretexts under 
which some countries smoothly intervene in the internal sover- 
eignty of others, they can imagine the plight of blacks in South 
Africa and apartheid. He urged all countries to cesist from 
sending troops or financial support to unscrupulous minds or 
combatants in other countries. Instead, other available channels 
short of combat, such as diplomacy should be used to get com- 
plaints across, otherwise, who is right in the resolution of inter- 
national conflicts is measured only in accordance with who has 
more military or economic power. 


Flight Lt Rawlings noted that people who lost their compassion 
for humanity have no business assuming the leadership over 
others. Chairman Rawlings stated that those non-African 
nationals coming to wage crusade in this country would do well 
to stay in their countries and humanize their people to avoid the 
double standards and contradictions that hardly contribute to the 
elimination of «ll forms of human persecution and racia! dis- 
crimination in the world. 


On his part, Commander Desire Bouterse said that as former 
colonies, Ghana and Suriname share nearly identical experiences 
as though an unescapable course ~f development has been set for 
them, because the system of government inherited at indepen- 
dence could not meet the legitimate aspirations of their peoples 
in asserting real influence over their destiny. Commander Bou- 
terse noted that lack of understanding internally and externally 
have created many pitfalls in Suriname’s efforts to redesign her 
system in response to the wishes of her people. He added that his 
visit has created a solid foundation for the growth in relations 
between the peoples of the two countries, and expressed the belief 
that Suriname can count on the friendship and solidarity of 
Ghana and her dedicated leadership in her reconstruction efforts. 


Present at the reception were PNDC members, secretaries of 
state, chiefs, and members of the diplomatic corps. 
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Bouterse Eads Visit, Departs 
AB221725 Accra Domestic Service in English 
1300 GMT 22 Aug 87 


[Text] The head of government of Surinam, Commander Bou- 
terse, has flown back home after a 3-day official visit to Ghana. 
He was seen off at the airport by the chairman of the PNDC, 
Flight Lieutenant Rawlings; Nana Konadu Agyemang Rawl- 
ings, member of the PNDC; secretaries of state, and members of 
the diplomatic corps. Commander Bouterse was given a 19-gun 
salute prior to his departure. 


Earlier in a communique, the two countries agreed to expand and 
strengthen their already existing cooperation in the scientific, 
technical, cultural, and educational field between them. The 
communique, which was signed by the chairman of the PNDC, 
Flight Lt Rawlings, and Commander Bouterse, revealed the 
progress of the revolutions in both countries for the political and 
economic emancipation of the two countries. It noted that the 
achievements of both Ghana and Surinam will have been greater 
in relatively short time without foreign interference in their 
internal affairs. 


The two leaders therefore unreservedly condemned destabili- 
zation attempts by internal forces, backed by foreign suporters, 
which aim at thwarting or slowing down economic and socia! 
progress in their respective countries. The communique reaf- 
firmed the abiding faith of both countries in the principle of 
non-interference in the internal affairs of other countries. 


As regards central America, the leaders praised the agreement 
reached by the five leaders who attended the Guatemala summit 
as the basis for lasting peace in the region. They therefore called 
on all countires to support the agreement unconditionally. 


On South Africa, the communique condemned the imposition of 
the state of emergency and the subsequent arrest and detention 
of innocent women and children, as well as the recent “whites 
only” elections. Chairman Rawlings and Commander Bouterse 
repeated the accords of the world’s powers to impose mandatory 
and comprehensive sanctions against racist South Africa as the 
only effective means of bringing about peaceful change there. As 
such, [break in transmission] to establish a free non-racial democ- 
racy in South Africa. 


Concerning international peace and security, Flight Lt Rawlings 
and Commander Bouterse deplored the waste of resources on 
weapons of mass destruction and the threat posed to human 
survival by a possible nuclear war. They therefore welcomed the 
recent positive moves by the superpowers towards an arms con- 
trol agreement. 


‘Negative’ U.S. Attitude to Africa Viewed 
AB231653 Accra Domestic Service in English 
1300 GMT 23 Aug 87 


[Kogo Alabo commentary] 


[Text] Twice last week, two PNDC members had cause to 
comment on the negative attitudes of the United States of 
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America to Africa's myriad problems. Last Wednesday, Mr 
Justice Annan drew the attention of the U.S. ambassador to 
Ghana, Mr Stephen Lyne, to the lack of positive response of the 
West to Africa's crippling debt burden. The PNDC member 
hinted that African countries are considering asking for a can- 
cellation of their deots in the absence of definite policies from 
America and her allies to address the problem. 


The following day, it was the turn of Mrs Aanaa Enin to tell the 
American envoy about the need for the U.S. to take the initiative 
on the debts of Third World countries, especially those in Africa. 
She also called on the U.S. to change its negative attitude towards 
the setting up of a new international economic order and play a 
meaningful role in the North-South dialogue. 


These two calls coming as they did on the eve of the OAU 
ministerial conference to work out a common African position on 
the continent's $200 billion debt should once more bring home to 
the Reagan administration the seriousness of the absence of 
appropriate Western response to Africa's problems. For the man 
in the street, these calls re-echo the basic contradiction that is 
discernable in U.S. foreign policies, especially in relation to poor 
countries. On the one hand, the ordinary man sees the US. 
projected as the world’s wealthiest nation, a model society for all 
to aspire to. On the other hand, the U.S. could be likened to the 
proverbial rich man who would give out nothing but bones from 
his dining table to the Lazaruses of the world. 


For the more sophisticated observer of U.S. foreign policy, this 
attitude is but a (?sad) expression of the system of economic 
relations which made America what she is today. The present 
American administration is unyielding to Third World demands 
for a restructuring of the existing international economic order 
lest the in-built advantages the U.S. and her allies enjoy under 
the system are swept away, perhaps forever. It will not give way 
to urgent calls for addressing in the most radical manner the debt 
burden of poor nations lest the interests of the multinational 
banks who live off the miseries of Third World countries are 
compromised in the wake of a solution. It will not even come to 
countenance the modest attempts to halt the declining cost of 
Africa's exports lest the speculators and legalized gambling 
tycoons are thrown out of their lucrative jobs in the future 
markets. 


As for calls for a Marshall plan type of massive resource transfer 
to Africa, one does not need to reincarnate the spirit of the poor 
Marshall to understand that Africa does not, and perhaps can 
never, represent the same strategic importance to the U:S. as 
Western Europe was after the Second World War. As far as the 
US. is concerned, a more preferable option in terms of strategic 
alliance is the like of the facist criminals in South Africa, 
UNITA bandits in Angola, the MNR terrorists in Mozambique, 
all of the elementswhose primary relevance is the neutralization 
and, if possible, the reversal of popular efforts to rectify years of 
colonial and neo-colonial pillage and exploitation. 


The obvious lesson in all this is that the oppressed must leave no 
stone unturned in efforts to close their ranks and strengthen their 
unity in the face of growing solidarity among those whose pri- 
mary interest is to keep them in ever more secure positions in the 
backyard of world imperialism. Unlike the Biblical Lazarus, we 
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cannot afford to wait for the amelioration of our lot in another 
world. We must fight for it here and now. That is the challenge 
facing the workers and peasants of Africa. 


MALI 


WPK Delegation Arrives for 1-Week Visit 
AB241126 Bamako Domestic Service in French 
0700 GMT 24 Aug 87 


[Text] A Workers Party of Korea delegation has been in Bamako 
since Saturday for a |-week official visit. The delegation, which 
is led by Comrade (Tae Bok), secretary of the Central Committee 
of the party, yesterday visited the National Museum. it will today 
pay a courtesy call on Djibril Diallo and Boubacar Diallo, 
respectively political secretary and administrative secretary of 
the Central Executive Bureau of the Democratic Union of 
Malian People. 


Tomorrow there will be a working session between Malians and 
Koreans, and later the Korean delegation will be received by the 
deputy secretary general of the party, General Amadou Baba 
Diarra. The delegation will pay a courtesy call on Wednesday on 
the prime minister and the president of the National Assembly. 


Finance Minister Receives Togolese Counterpart 
AB231716 Bamako Domestic Service in French 
1300 GMT 23 Aug 87 


[Excerpt] Zoumana Sacko, minister for finance and commerce, 
yesterday evening held a lengthy working session with Komlan 
Alipui, the Togolese minister for finance and economy and 
current chairman of the Ministerial Council of the West African 
Monetary Union [UMOA], who arrived in Bamako just a few 
hours earlier. Mr Alipui was accompanied by Abdoulaye Fadiga, 
the governor of the Central bank of West African States. 


The talks were held in the presence of the two ministers’ aides 
and focused on monetary cooperation within the UMOA and also 
on the result of the implementation of the economic reorganiza- 
tion program within the various banks of the union, a reorgani- 
zation ordered by the UMOA Ministerial Council in September 
1986. 


The dossier relating to the Mali Development Bank was thor- 
oughly examined. Minister Soumana Sacko explained that the 
reorganization measures initiated by the government are being 
implemented within the Malian bank. [passage omitted] 


E3 


WEST AFRICA 


NIGERIA 


Ruling Council Meets, Approves Fifth Plan 
AB220840 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
0600 GMT 22 Aug 87 


[Text] Guidelines for the fifth national development plan have 
been approved by the Armed Forces Ruling Council [AFRC} At 
its 2-day meeting, which ended in Lagos last night, the council 
agreed that the plan should commence on the Ist of January next 
year and terminate in December 1992. There will be periodic 
reviews of the plan implementation to ensure acceptable degree 
of achievements. The council agreed that the fifth plan will be 
the starting point for long-range prospective plans which will 
launch Nigeria into the 21st century. 


On the mass mobilization campaign, the meeting ratified the 
establishment of a national directorate to execute the program. 
It also decided to give maximum support to the National Elec- 
toral Commission to enable it to carry out its enormous tasks 
which include the conduct of the local government elections in 
December this year. 


Relevant recommendations of the judicial commissions of 
inquiry into the affairs of the defunct Federal Electoral Commis- 
sion will be made available to the new electoral body to guide it 
in the discharge of its duties. That report was one of the subjects 
discussed at the AFRC meeting. A white paper on the report will 
be released in due course. 


States Asked To Nominate Electoral Commissioners 
AB191119 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
0600 GMT 19 Aug 87 


[Text] The National Electoral Commission has asked state gov- 
ernments to nominate candidates for the post of electoral com- 
missioners. The chairman of the commission, Prof Eme Awa, 
announced this in Lagos yesterday after attending the meeting 
of the National Council of State at Dodan Barracks. Professor 
Awa told State House correspondents that the commission did 
not want to make any mistakes in such appointments and would 
therefore want the state governments who are familiar with the 
people to make the nomination. He also announced that the 
Federal Government had allocated funds to the commission, but 
did not say how much. 
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